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What the Guild is trying to do
By S. W . Andrews, C hairm an

P' is now  seven m on ths since the fo rm ation  o f  T he A m ateu r W inem akers’ N a tio n a l G u ild  
o f Judges, an d  fo r th e  Executive C om m ittee th is has been a  tim e o f  g reat activity.

T he aim  has been to  get a  w orkable o rgan isa tion  an d  m echanism  set up  so th a t  new  m em bers 
m ay b e  enro lled  in th e  G uild  w ith  th e  m inim um  delay. I  sincerely hope th a t as a  result, there 
will be a  num ber o f  new faces on the panel o f  judges fo r th e  N a tio n a l in 1965; b u t before this 
can happen  th ere  still rem ains a  g reat deal o f  w ork  to  be done. N evertheless, I am  confident 
th a t w ith th e  en thusiasm  an d  h a rd  w ork o f  the Executive C om m ittee, on  w hose shoulders the 
w o rk  m ust inevitably fall, o u r  aim  will be achieved.

T h e  com m ittee has  now  com pleted th e  d ra f t o f  a 
h a ndbook , w hich will com prise T he C onstitu tion , T he 
Procedure  fo r Judges, a  set o f  m odel rules fo r wine 
exhib ition , a n d  a com prehensive collection o f  schedules 
fo r any size o f  show  ; from  th e  single c lass in  the  village 
to  th e  m ore  com plicated  m ultiple-class show  such as 
th e  N ational. T he handbook  will a lso  con ta in  a  g reat 
deal o f  useful in fo rm ation  fo r the  exhib ito r, and  hin ts 
fo r  th e  judges a n d  stew ards.

T here  has been som e criticism  o f  th e  w ay in  w hich 
th e  G u ild  w as form ed. I t  has been sa id  th a t the  C o n ­
ference C om m ittee  had  no  m andate  to  fo rm  th e  G u ild . 
This, o f  course , is tru e  ; i t  is also tru e  it  h a d  no  m andate  
N O T  to  fo rm  th e  G uild . T h e  fac t is th a t a  G uild  w ould 
undoub ted ly  have been form ed by som e w inem akers 
w ith in  the  m ovem ent, a n d  th e  Com m ittee  felt i t  was 
be tter  to  have th e  G uild  u n der th e  aegis o f  the  C o n ­
ference Com m ittee  th a n  to  have a p rivate  ven tu re  w ithin 
th e  m ovem ent, w ith  inevitable dup lication , a n d  a  possible 
schism .

I t  is an  ind ispu tab le  fac t th a t som e co -o rd ina tion  o f  
the  w ork  o f  judges w as very necessary. T here  w ere far 
to o  m any anom alies existing betw een th e  judges ; some 
were disqualifying exhib its fo r m ino r fau lts in  p resen ta­
tio n , a n d  there  were differences on  m a tte rs  o f  principle. 
T here  w ere a lso  m any differences in  th e  in terpre tation  
o f  the  m ark ing  sheets, w hich in  them selves show ed a  
g rea t varia tion .

Such irregu larities lead  inev itab ly  to  som e criticism  
o f  th e  judges a n d  o f  th e  p rocedure  a n d  th e  net 
resu lt was dissa tisfaction  am ongst the  com petitors. 
O bviously th e  tim e had  com e to  regularise  the  whole 
question  o f  w ine ad jud ica tion . T h e  suggestion th a t a 
G u ild  o f  Judges should  be form ed w as pu t before  the  
C onference  Com m ittee  by M r. B. C . T u rner. A s a  result, 
a lthough  it w as foreseen th a t th e re  w ould  p robably  be 
criticism  from  som e w inem akers , a  steering  sub-com - 
m ittee  was fo rm ed to  w ork  o u t a  p lan  o f  fo rm ation  
w hich w ould  be  accep tab le  to  th e  m ajority .

E very aspect w as fully discussed a t th e  first m eeting 
o f  th e  sub-com m ittee. I t  w as decided  a fte r  giving the  
m a tte r  very careful considera tion , to  recom m end th a t 
in  o rd e r  to  be as objective as possible, th e  panel o f  
judges w hich had  been carefully  selected by th e  C on­
ference C om m ittee  to  fo rm  th e  panel fo r th e  N ational 
Show  in  1964, should  a lso  be asked  to  m eet a n d  be foun ­
d e r m em bers o f  th e  G uild .

T h is  decision in itself h as  been criticised bu t th e  plain 
fac t w as th a t w e had  to  have  a  m em bersh ip , th a t we had  
to  s ta r t som ew here, and  th a t w e had  to  have a  c lear 
dividing line betw een “  In  ”  and  “  O u t.”  T his w as the  
sim plest and  m ost clear cu t m e thod  we could  devise. 
T h e  in ten tion  w as to  en large  the  m em bership as soon  as 
regu la r m eans o f  do ing  so  cou ld  be draw n  up.

W hilst i t  w as realised th a t th is  w as n o t th e  ideal 
so lu tion  it w as felt to  b e  th e  m ost likely one  to  succeed. 
I  suppose  som e criticism  w as inevitable. O ne c anno t 
p lease a ll th e  people  a ll the  tim e; any b irth  is  bound  to  be 
accom panied  by la b o u r pains, and  th e  success o f  the

b irth  depends to  large ex ten t on  th e  co -opera tion  o f  the  
pa ren t. H ow ever, 1 am  sure  th a t the  m a jo rity  o f  dis­
cern ing  w inem akers w ithin the  m ovem ent will under­
stand  and  apprecia te  th e  difficulties su rround ing  the  
fo rm ation  o f  th e  G uild .

I  can  assure  a ll concerned th a t th ro u g h o u t th e  com ­
m ittee  stage, th e  fo rm ation  o f  the  G u ild  and  the  p repa ra ­
tion  o f  the  very detailed  h a n dbook , the  though t u pper­
m o st in  th e  m ind  o f  th e  com m ittee and  m em bers has 
been “  W hat is going to  b e  best fo r the  m ovem ent ? ” 
C ertainly there  has been m ore  concentra ted  though t 
a n d  effort given to  the  ven ture  by th e  G u ild  Com m ittee  
th a n  to  any  o th e r  organised  w ork  w ith in  the  am ateu r 
w inem aking m ovem ent.

I  hope th a t  w hen  th e  handbook  is published a ll w ho 
a re  in terested  in becom ing judges o f  w ine and  w ho have 
th e  basic qualifications a s  s ta ted  in  th e  hand b o o k  will 
s it fo r the  exam ination , and  th ro u g h  th a t exam ination  
app ly  fo r m em bersh ip  o f  th e  G uild.

T h e  a im  o f  th e  G uild  is to  have a large body  o f  
qualified judges dom iciled in  a ll p a rts  o f  G reat Brita in , 
w ho  will be  able a t any tim e to  m eet the  requirem ents o f  
show  secretaries. In  th is  w ay a ll com petito rs  in  wine 
exhib ition  will be assured  o f  fa ir  and  discrim inating  
app ra isa l o f  the ir exhibits.

WINE CLASSES 
IN N.E. CHESHIRE 
SHOW

In  th e  schedule fo r  the  N orth  E ast C heshire Show 
th is  year, the  H azel G rove  H orticu ltu ra l Society 
inc luded  fo r th e  first tim e open  classes in  A m ateur 
W inem aking.

U nderstandab ly  the  en tries w ere n o t,  by  any  standard , 
num erous (the  la te  decision to  ho ld  th e  classes m ade 
advertising difficult). T h e  Stockport A m ateur W ine­
m akers had  com e in to  existence on ly  a  sh o it tim e 
previously a n d  if they , fo r  instance, had  heard  o f  the  
existence o f  the  Show classes earlie r the  entries w ould 
have been greatly  increased.

A s it w as, there  was still tim e  to  have  som e 
public ity  fo r th e  S tockport A .W . on  the  exhibits table 
w hich included fo r d isplay only, a  gallon o f  R hubarb  
“ in  fu ll b low ,”  and  a ll th is  a ttrac ted  a  good deal of 
a tten tion  a n d  curiosity.

T h e  entries w ere judged  by M rs. J. Bailey of 
W inem akers’ E quipm ent, M anchester, a n d  M r. C. 
T u rn e r  o f  th e  M anchester W ine Circle.

M r. E . T upm an , o f  S tockpo rt, tells u s: “ So far 
as th is  neck o f  the  w oods is conce rned , the  ball has 
been set rolling . C om e nex t year’s  show  th e re  will be a 
great deal m ore  in terest. T h e  initial push  w as m ore 
th a n  w orthw hile.”
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